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My fathers first visit to the  Queen, April, 1862 \ after the death of the Prince Consort.
A. was much affected by his interview with the Queen. He said that she stood pale and statue-like before him, speaking in a quiet, unutterably sad voice. " There was a kind of stately innocence about her." She said many kind things to him, such as " Next to the Bible ' In Memoriam' is my comfort." She talked of the Prince, and of Hallam, and of Macaulay, and of Goethe, and of Schiller in connection with him, and said that the Prince was so like the picture of Arthur Hallam in " In Memoriam," even to his blue eyes. When A. said that he thought that the Prince would have made a great king, she answered, " He always said that it did not signify whether he did the right thing or did not, so long as the right thing was done."
A. said, " We all grieve with your Majesty," and the Queen replied, " The country has been kind to me, and I am thankful"
When the Queen had withdrawn, Princess Alice came in with Princess Beatrice.
After the interview my father wrote to Lady Augusta Bruce2:
FARRINGFOKD, April 17$, 1862.
MY DEAR LADY AUGUSTA,
Accept my very best thanks for your kind letter. I perceive that it was written on the evening of that day when I called at Osborne, but I received it only yesterday; then I thought that I would wait till
1 This  account was written down by my mother immediately after my father's return from Osborne.
2 Afterwards the wife of Dean Stanley, then Lady-in-Waiting to the Queen.